Forthcoming concerts 2011–2012 season

Christmas concerts
Saturday 10 December 2011: Holy Trinity Church, Wentworth

Wednesday 14 December 2011:  Holy Trinity Church, Millhouses (in aid of the Lord Mayor’s Charity Fund: Sheffield Royal Society for the Blind and the British Heart Foundation)

Our traditional mixture of seasonal music and readings, rounded off with mulled wine and mince pies

Spring concert: Saturday 24 March 2012: venue to be confirmed

Including Vivaldi’s Gloria and Haydn’s Little Organ Mass
Summer concert: Saturday 30 June 2012: venue to be confirmed

A selection of music with an American theme
For more information, visit the website

www.escafeldchorale.org.uk
E

Music for Royalty, Revelry and Romance
Programme devised by Peter Dutton and Roger Watkin
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Saturday 16 July 2011 at 7.30 p.m.
We are grateful to the Freshgate Trust and the Church Burgesses Educational Trust for their generous support for this concert.

Welcome to the final concert of our 2010–11 season. Tonight’s programme of words and music includes choral music from ceremonial, operatic, musical and other traditions, as well as music for organ and also solo vocal pieces, some with choral and instrumental accompaniment. Members of the choir will introduce some of the music. You will hear in these introductions brief comments about some of the choral pieces; introductions to our young soloists, and dramatised readings that will lead into the two operatic excerpts.

We have chosen music to reflect a number of themes. Our ‘royalty’ theme springs from this royal wedding year. We hope you will enjoy identifying which of the pieces featured on 29 April this year, and which were sung at other royal weddings in 1981 and 1947. Can you work out which piece was part of not one but two of these weddings? We have also included music whose composer enjoyed royal favour in other ways; again, can you work out which one?
Weddings, of course, suggest romance. We are pleased to present a number of items that reflect this theme. While we have chosen some that embody all that we think of as romantic, we have also made room for others that express darker feelings. You will quickly notice a bitter taste to them: jealousy, betrayal and deeply savage feelings lurk at their heart.

Should bitterness have the last word? Most certainly not. That’s why ‘revelry’ is our final theme, so that after the ceremonial, after the high romance, and after secretive, dark resentments we can be glad and carefree to enjoy playful music that cheerfully lightens our hearts.

We hope you will enjoy the mixing of these moods and emotions as the concert progresses. If you go home this evening humming a tune or singing a snatch of melody, we will be delighted and only too pleased if you let us know!

(N.B. Answers to the questions posed above can be found elsewhere in this programme.)












Roger Watkin
Royal wedding music

Marriage of Princess Elizabeth to Lieutenant Philip Mountbatten,



 20 November 1947

‘Blessed be the God and father’

 ‘We wait for thy loving kindness’


Marriage of Prince Charles to Lady Diana Spencer, 29 July 1981
‘Let the bright seraphim’ 

‘Let their celestial concerts’ 

‘I was glad’ (also sung at the marriage of Prince William to Catherine 
Middleton, 29 April 2011)

Some more royal connections

· The composer Henry Purcell had been a boy chorister at the Chapel Royal and was the especial favourite of Queen Mary and King William between 1688 and 1690. 

· In 1947 the Australian William McKie was Organist and Master of the Music at Westminster Abbey.

· Handel wrote four celebrated Coronation Anthems for George II in 1727

· Edward Elgar became Master of the King’s Music in 1924

Choir and soloists
‘Vi ravviso’ (La Sonnambula)


Vincenzo Bellini (1801–35)
(soloists Gareth Lloyd, Matthew Palmer, Rosie Williamson)

Organ solo: Imperial march


Edward Elgar (1857–1934)

Baritone solo: Lonely Room (Oklahoma!)
Richard Rodgers
Choir:  ‘Ascot Gavotte’ (My Fair Lady)

Frederick Loewe
Choir and soloists
Sweeney Todd 




Stephen Sondheim (1930– )
‘The ballad of Sweeney Todd’
(soloists Gareth Lloyd, Matthew Palmer)
‘Epiphany’
‘Oklahoma’ (Oklahoma!)



Richard Rodgers
(soloists Matthew Palmer, Rosie Williamson, Gareth Lloyd, Kath Mowforth, Martin Roff, Jim Tattersall)
Samson




George Frideric Handel
‘Let the bright seraphim’ 


(1685–1759)
‘Let their celestial concerts’ 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~

Louis Mann (organ) has been an organ scholar at St John’s Church, Ranmoor, for several years. He has passed Grade 7 organ and Grade 8 piano, both with distinction. Having recently completed his A-levels at Birkdale School, he is now planning a gap year before going on to university to study medicine.
Simon Robinson (tenor) has been a member of Escafeld Chorale for several years and will shortly be starting his final year at Huddersfield University, studying Music Technology. He has achieved Grade 8 in Classical Guitar, and is also in a Folk band that tours all over the country.
Francis Wells began his musical career as a North London church chorister. His talent was recognised and nurtured at Latymer School, Edmonton, and he also sang in the National Youth Choir. After training as a music teacher, he took up his current post at King Edward VII School in 1980, encouraging many young people to enjoy music. As a conductor, he spent 17 enjoyable years with Escafeld Chorale in the 1980s and 1990s and is now a valuable member of the bass section. Since 1999 he has been Musical Director of Bolsterstone Male Voice Choir, travelling with them to festivals across Europe, leading them to victory in competitions, recording CDs, and entertaining audiences across South Yorkshire.  

Rosie Williamson (soprano) graduated with BMus, first class honours, from the University of Sheffield in 2009. While at university, she was a member of the University of Sheffield Chamber Choir and sang as the soprano soloist  in various performances, including Mozart's Coronation Mass and J.S. Bach's Cantata No.140.  Rosie played the principal role of Pocris in the UK and Irish premieres of the 17th-century Spanish opera Celos aun del aire Matan. She has also appeared in many musicals, including Sweeney Todd (Johanna), Beauty and the Beast (Babette), Company (Marta) and Oklahoma! (Laurey). Future projects include 1st boy in The Magic Flute with Sheffield City Opera and Miss Silverpeal in Mozart's The Impresario. Rosie is delighted to have been appointed as Escafeld Chorale's Associate Soloist for 2011–12 and looks forward to an exciting year of music making. 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~
Readers: Alison Allen-Booth, Jackie Dunn, Roger Dunn, Peter Fawcett, Frances Gray, Ann Kingdom, Phil Parker, Hilary Robinson, Jim Tattersall, Ruth Watkin
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~
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Friends of Escafeld Chorale

Thanks to Anne Button, Eve Fawcett, Eleanor Gardiner, Alan Harrison, Joan Howarth, Arnold Lawson, and one anonymous friend for supporting our work this season.

PROGRAMME
Choir

‘I was glad’




C. Hubert Parry (1848–1918)
‘Blessed be the God and father’


Samuel Sebastian Wesley

(soloist: Jane Fenwick)



(1810–76)
‘We wait for thy loving kindness’


William McKie (1901–84)

(soloist Roger Watkin)

Tenor solo: ‘Music for a while’


Henry Purcell (1659–95)

Duet: ‘People will say we’re in love’ (Oklahoma!)
Richard Rodgers (1902–79)
Baritone solos

‘On the street where you live’ (My Fair Lady)
Frederick Loewe (1901–88)

‘If ever I would leave you’ (Camelot)

Frederick Loewe 
Choir and soloists
‘Psalm 23’ 




Howard Goodall (1958– )
‘Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day’
Nils Lindberg (1933– )

(O, Mistress Mine)

‘Love is the sweetest thing’,


Ray Noble (1903–78)







(arr David Sanderson,)
Tosca: Finale to Act 1



Giacomo Puccini (1858–1924)

Interval
(refreshments will be served at the back of the church)
